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Office of Science Policy NIH Comments
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6705 Rockledge Drive, Suite 750 SEP -7 2016

Bethesda, MD 20892
NIH/OSP

Dear Office of Science Policy Comments:

I object strongly to the NIH’s proposal to rescind its moratorium on funding of human-animal
chimeras. I do not want my tax dollars being used for grossly unethical research involving the
creation and manipulation of part-human, part-animal beings whose very existence blurs the line
between humans and non-human animals. This proposed research raises all the ethical problems
of human embryonic stem cell research in general and serious additional problems related to the
creation of human-animal beings with partly or substantially human brains and/or human
gametes.

I also object strongly to the NIH’s apparent lack of consideration for the ethical issues implicated
by this research. Indeed, the NIH pledged to “undertake a deliberative process to evaluate the
state of the science in this area, the ethical issues that should be considered, and the relevant
animal welfare concerns associated with these types of studies” when the moratorium was put in
place in 2015. Yet, to date there is no evidence of any discussion of the ethical issues involved
in creating partly human animals.

At a minimum, the NIH should give far more serious consideration to the significant ethical
problems associated with this research before seeking to fund human-animal chimera research.

Sincerely,
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LET THE NiH HEAR FROM YOU!
PUBLIC COMMENTS NEEDED

Your help is needed to defend the dignity of human life and there is a
limited time to act. The National Institutes of Health (NiH), a federally-
funded medical research agency, is soliciting comments from the public
through Tuesday, September 6, 2016 on an important life issue, the
creation of human-animal chimeras.

Comments must be submitted before midnight (Eastern) on September
6. Please read the directions below carefully to submit comments online or

by mail.
BACKGROUND:

On August 4, 2016 the NIH announced that it plans to lift its moratorium on
funding research that involves injecting human embryonic stem cells into
animal embryos thus creating part-human and part-animal organisms
known as chimeras. This means that, for the first time, the Federal
government will begin spending taxpayer doflars on the creation and
manipulation of new beings whose very existence blurs the line between
humans and non-human animals.

This research is ethically problematic for several reasons:

« It relies on the killing of humans at the embryonic stage to harvest
their stem cells;

« it involves the production of animals that could have partly
or substantially human brains;

« It involves the production of animals that could have human sperm or
eggs (with a stipulation that precautions are taken so such animals
are not allowed to breed);

« |t allows the introduction of human embryonic stem cells into animal
embryos early in their development such that it may be very difficuit to
know the extent to which human cells contribute to the final organism.
Consequently, researchers won't know what their moral obligations
may be toward that being. Tragically, the NIH has apparently given
littie, if any, consideration to these or any other ethical concems
with regard to this research.

TAKE ACTION:

« Submit your comments today using the NIH online comment form with
the following steps:

« Copy the suggested message below and paste it into the first
large box on the NIH form.

« You may then go to the NIH form
(hitp://grants.nih.gov/grants/rfi/rfi.cfm?ID=57) to paste the
message into the first large blank text box.

« Once you have pasted the message into the first large text box,
please enter your name in the first box and then scroll down the
form page, skipping over all other blank boxes, until you get to
the bottom of the page and see the red text asking you to insert
a code number for security purposes. Please enter the code that
is showing next to the box and once done, you can scroll down a
little farther and click the SUBMIT button. You do not need to fill
in the Name or Type of Organization or Function areas of the
form.

https://mg.mail.yahoo.com/neo/b/message?sMid=7&fid=Inbox& fidx=1&sort=date&order... 8/31/2016
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« Comments may also be submitted by mail. Even if you have
submitted electronic comments, you can download and print and mail
the .pdf of the letter prepared for your use. Click here to print the
lefter.

Please print the letter, sign and date it, and mail immediately to:
Office of Science Policy

The National Institutes of Health

6705 Rockledge Drive, Suite 750

Bethesda, MD 20892

REMEMBER COMMENTS MUST BE RECEIVED BY MIDNIGHT (EDT)
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6.
IF SUBMITTING BY MAIL, PLEASE DO SO IMMEDIATELY.

MCC doc?918-88

Suggested Message:

| object strongly to the NIH's proposal to rescind its moratorium on funding
of research involving human-animal chimeras. | do not want my tax dollars
being used for grossly unethical research involving the creation and
manipulation of part-human, part-animal beings whose very

existence blurs the line between humans and non-human animals. This
proposed research raises all the ethical problems of human embryonic
stem cell research in general and serious additional problems related to
the creation of human-animal beings with partly or substantially human
brains and/or human gametes.

| also object strongly to the NIH's apparent lack of consideration for the
ethical issues implicated by this research. Indeed, the NiH pledged to
"undertake a defiberative process to evaluate the state of the science in
this area, the ethical issues that should be considered, and the relevant
animal welfare concems associated with these types of studies” when the
moratorium was put in place in 2015. Yet, to date there is no evidence of
any discussion of the ethical issues involved in creating partly human
animals.

| strongly urge you to maintain the current moratorium on funding research
involving the creation and manipulation of human-animal chimeras.

Click the link below to log in and send your message:
W.YOoLe Bt/ Broaacastl! < TAILL CATBLe):
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