Case Study 2: Multi-Component Applications
A multi-component P01 application from University A is composed of university medical centers, local hospitals, and clinics.  University Medical Center X is listed in the application submitted by University A.  University B is a current awardee institution of a multi-component program composed of both University Medical Center X and Veteran’s Administration Hospital Y.  The proposed Component Leader
 at University Medical Center X on the application from University A also participates as a Component Leader in the funded program.  An individual works at Veterans Administration Hospital Y and is a co-investigator in the same funded program.  Can this individual participate in the review of the application from University A?  

Resolution:  Yes, barring any other real or apparent COIs.  Because this is a multi-component application, individuals listed under the Key Personnel—excluding Component Leaders—of institutions other than the applicant institution have minor professional roles in the proposed work, and thus do not have COIs with other individuals with minor professional roles in the same multi-component program.

Variations:

1. Hospital Z is involved in the multi-component program headed by University B, and while efforts at Hospital Z will be coordinated through University Medical Center X, the hospital is not otherwise affiliated with University Medical Center X.  Would a reviewer whose primary appointment is at Hospital Z have a COI with the application from University A?  No, barring any other real or apparent COIs.  Individuals with appointments at the same institution as personnel with minor professional roles in the proposed work may review the application.
2. Would a reviewer whose primary appointment at University Medical Center X have a COI with the application from University A?  Yes, because the Component Leader, who has a major professional role in the application, would also be from University Medical Center X.

3. If University Medical Center X named a collaborator or consultant from University C, but this individual is not listed under University A’s Key Personnel or Scientific Advisory Board, would an individual from University C be able to review this application? Yes, barring any other real or apparent COIs, since the collaborator would have a minor professional role in the overall program.

4. Would a reviewer who published a peer-reviewed research article with an individual listed as a co-investigator at University Medical Center X within the past three years have a COI with the application from University A?  No, barring any other real or apparent COIs.  Since investigators at University Medical Center X, other than the Component Leader, have minor professional roles in the proposed work, coauthors of these individuals may serve as reviewers of the application from University A.
5. Would a reviewer whose secondary or adjunct appointment at University Medical Center X have a COI with the application from University A?  The SRO should exercise judgment regarding potential COI in this case, considering the extent of the reviewer’s involvement and professional interactions with key personnel on the application.
� Alternatively referred to as Project Leaders, Project Directors, or Site Principal Investigators, depending on mechanism and PI/PD preference.





