“Other Support” Results

For the Modular Grant Evaluation Study, questions about “Other Support” pages were tailored to each of four specific stakeholder groups.  NIH Program and Grants Management staff, Scientific Review Administrators (SRAs), principal investigators (PIs), and peer reviewers, were asked questions on the survey about “Other Support” issues that had been raised during survey development focus group discussions. Findings from these “Other Support” questions are outlined below.

· When asked about their experiences with the modular grant application process, 61.1% of Program and Grants Management staff agreed that since there are no “Other Support” pages, time is spent trying to find out this type of information.

· Survey items on the PI, peer reviewer, and SRA surveys asked about whether peer reviewers are able to assess the scientific merit of a modular grant application without “Other Support” pages.  Only 57.5% of SRAs felt that peer reviewers could assess the scientific merit of a modular grant application without “Other Support” pages and only 62.0% of peer reviewers thought they could assess the scientific merit without “Other Support” pages.  Note that this is in contrast to 79.3% of SRAs and 86.7% of peer reviewers that indicated peer reviewers are able to assess the scientific merit of a modular grant application without a detailed budget.

· PIs were more optimistic about peer reviewers’ ability to review modular grant applications without “Other Support” pages.  Almost three quarters (73.2%) agreed that peer reviewers were able to assess the scientific merit of a modular grant application without “Other Support” pages.  Interestingly, when the PI respondents were broken out into awardees and non-awardees, a higher percentage (76.6%) of non-awardees than awardees (71.7%)  felt that peer reviewers could assess the scientific merit without “Other Support” pages.

· Principal investigators were also asked how strongly they agreed with the statement, “The reason I have proposed research projects that stay within the $250,000 limit for a modular grant is because I don’t have to provide the “Other Support” pages.  Although many disagreed (44.3%), over one quarter (26.2%) reported that not having to provide “Other Support” pages is one of the reasons for choosing the modular format.  

· Finally, more than half (51.5%) of all PIs thought that preparing a modular grant application saves time because the “Other Support” pages don’t have to be filled out.   

