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Contact: Deborah Akwei

(202) 889-5064

 debbie@sbiroutreach.com

NEWS RELEASE

For immediate release
$2.2 billion in federal funding for SMALL BUSINESS

advanced research & development 
Small Business Commercialization Helps Stimulate Local Economic Development 

Washington, D.C. (September 5, 2006) – SWIFT VI (SBIR/STTR) ( Where Innovation Focuses Technology), a multi-state, multi-agency federal outreach effort, travels to Montana, Wyoming and Colorado September 11-14.  The Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) and Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) programs are Federal programs that currently have over $2 billion in funding available for U.S. small technology firms and research institutions.  SBIR/STTR funding has been instrumental in helping to stimulate local and state economies by providing the resources needed to explore advanced concepts, transition technology into government and commercial products, create local jobs, and generate city, state and federal tax revenue. Co-sponsored by the Department of Navy, Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA), Department of Energy (DOE), and National Institutes of Health (NIH), the SWIFT Tour promotes awareness of the SBIR and STTR programs by participating in state-sponsored conferences.  
SWIFT VI brings together approximately ten Federal agencies to brief on their SBIR and STTR programs and to discuss research topic areas.  One of the most valuable features of the tour is the opportunity for entrepreneurs, scientists, educators, business owners, healthcare professionals, and engineers, to meet one-on-one with Federal program managers to discuss their technology and gain insight on how small firms can compete for SBIR and STTR funding.
“Statistics indicate that the average size of companies participating in the SBIR program is less than 20 people.  It is imperative that we focus our outreach to educate small companies especially in rural areas”, said Connie Jacobs, SBIR PM DARPA.

SWIFT VI travels to Bozeman-Montana, Casper-Wyoming, and Denver-Colorado
SWIFT Tour Conference Stops: Schedule
        DATE





CITY



SPONSOR


Tuesday, Sept. 12


Bozeman, MT

Montana Dept. of Commerce


Wednesday, Sept 13


Casper, WY

Wyoming SBIR/STTR Initiative (WSSI)



Thursday, Sept. 14


Denver, CO

SBIR Colorado



Conference attendees may participate in one-on-one meetings and informative seminars with Federal program managers from Department of Defense (Navy, DARPA, Air Force, and the Joint Science and Technology Office for Chemical and Biological Defense), Department of Transportation, Department of Homeland Security, National Institutes of Health, National Science Foundation, National Aeronautics and Space Administration, and Department of Energy..

The SBIR and STTR Programs are open to U.S. companies with no more than five hundred employees.  Funding is provided to conduct R&D projects that are of benefit to the federal government and have commercialization potential in the private and/or public sector.  The program has three phases.  Phase I awards up to $100,000 to test the feasibility of a concept.  Phase II supports funding up to $750,000 to develop Phase I results into a prototype.  Phase III, encourages small business awardees to seek third-party funding sources to transfer the new technology into the marketplace. 

Since 1982, SBIR and STTR has funded high-risk projects awarding more than $10 billion to small businesses, researchers, universities and research institutions across the nation.  The program has fostered innovation, helped create new jobs and provided small businesses with that extra edge to compete for lucrative government contracts and grant opportunities.

“With competition for markets becoming more and more global by nature and with the vast majority of U.S. businesses being eligible for small business designation, support of small businesses might be considered a national priority for our country’s future economic success, “ said Dr. Terry Payne.  “Federal funding available to small businesses for new product development through the Congressionally-mandated SBIR and STTR Programs is an excellent indication that the government recognizes this fact.” 

For more information on the SWIFT Tour or the SBIR or STTR Program, visit www.sbiroutreach.com or contact Deborah Akwei at (202) 889-5064.

 # #

About SBIR/STTR - The Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) Program and the Small Business Technology Transfer Research (STTR) Program is a three-phase award system where small technology businesses propose innovative ideas that meet the specific research and development needs of the Federal Government. Since its inception in 1982, SBIR and STTR have provided funding to thousands of small businesses nationwide. 

About the SWIFT Tour - The SWIFT Tour, SBIR/STTR – Where Innovation Focuses Technology, is an annual, multi-state bus tour that travels to areas of the United States with low SBIR/STTR participation rates, in an effort to raise awareness about the program.  Over ten federal agencies collaborate to sponsor the 2006 SWIFT Tour.  Federal agencies participating in SWIFT VI may include NIH, DOT, NSF, DOE, Navy, Air Force, Army, DARPA, DoD Chem-Bio Defense, NASA, and the DHS.  Check with conference organizers for specific agency participation in each state.

